
 1 

 

H A  I G L  I N E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EARL HAIG SECONDARY SCHOOL 

100 Princess Ave. 

Toronto, Ontario 

M2N 3R7 

Phone: 416-395-3210 

FAX:   416-395-4203 

Website: www.earlhaig.ca 

Principal 

Renata Gonsalves 

Vice Principals 

Stewart Burns 

Annette Colavita 

Michael Griesz 

Anant Sukhram 

Superintendent 

Linda Curtis 

416-396-9172 

Trustee Ward 12 

Alexander Brown 

416-395-8411 

School Council  

Co-Chairs 

Susan Kenny 

Chandra Kumar 

 

 

 

June 2019  

Principal’s Message 

Renata Gonsalves 

 

Every year at this time there is a feeling of excitement and anticipation. Excitement 
because another successful school year has come to an end and summer holidays are    
just around the corner. Anticipation because the summer will bring many days of   
relaxation and opportunities. As I reflect on the time ahead, this year will be a bit    
different since I will be retiring and although the summer is waiting I will not be seeing  
you in September on that first day of school. I will miss hearing about the summer holiday 
adventures of staff and students and the energy that the Fall brings with a new start  to 
the year.  I will also miss the Earl Haig community. The way that we pull together in    
times of need as well as times of celebration. Earl Haig is truly a wonderful school. 

As we move forward, I would like to take this opportunity to wish some of our staff a 
wonderful retirement. We extend our congratulations to Mr. Caruana, Mr. Cope,         
Mr. McGregor, Mr. Motica, Mr. Risto, Mr. Safarian and Ms. Quarry and wish      
them all the best. We thank them for their dedication and positive contributions to          
our school and community. 

This newsletter also provides an opportunity to acknowledge and thank our 2018-2019 
School Council Executive for their support and assistance. I would like to recognize our     
co-chairs Susan Kenny and Chandra Kumar and thank them for their leadership, 
guidance and commitment to our school. We are truly fortunate to have such a caring 
group of parents.  

Please also know that if your child wrote the literacy test this year, then included in this 
mailing is your child’s EQAO literacy results. The form is entitled “Individual Student   
Report EQAO”. Please refer to this form for your individual student results. I am happy to 
announce that our results for this year are excellent with over 94% of our students   
passing and well above the Provincial standard. Congratulations to all of our students. 

I could not leave Earl Haig without saying thank you to all our Vice Principals, staff, 
students, and parents.  You have made my nine years here an absolute pleasure. I will 
miss you but I know that I will continue to hear about the many accomplishments and 
special events that take place next year. I wish all of you a beautiful summer and all the 
best for the future. 
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School Council by Susan Kenny and Chandra Kumar 

Our Council’s purpose is to represent the school’s parents & guardians at the Toronto District School 
Board, the Ministry of Education and the Earl Haig Safe and Caring Schools Committee and to act as 
an advisor to the Earl Haig School Administration.   We are very fortunate to have eager and engaged 
parents who gave many volunteers hours on our Council and helped make the 2018-2019 school year 
very successful. 

Our executive council of 18, was formed in September at the Annual General meeting.  The council 
then commenced monthly meetings, usually the 2nd Tuesday of each month with adjustments for  
holidays and special events, to discuss important issues related to our school student population.  In 
addition to the Executive meeting, we also hosted a general meeting immediately after, that was open 
to all parents of guardians of Earl Haig Secondary School.    

During the general meetings we invite our staff and students to speak to our parents on topics we 
feel are relevant and important for our student’s success.   Some of these topics included: Parents tips 
for Success, Understanding Academic and Elective course selection and Exam Prep. Tips for success.   
In November, we hosted a University and College night at the school with many of the local Ontario 
Post Secondary institutions in attendance.   In addition to these topics, we try to host special topics of 
interest and invite speakers from outside the school.  This year we offered an interactive evening on 
mental health and substance abuse with nurses from Toronto Public Health.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In additional to our monthly meetings, on October 5th, we commemorated World Teacher Appreciation 
day by decorating the office and providing snacks and treats for all our staff members.   

In February we held our Appreciation Breakfast.  This event is a long-standing tradition with our 
Council and one of our favorite school events.   For 2 hours on a Wednesday, we have the pleasure  
of conversing with our teachers and Administration over delicious pasties, bagels, fruit and coffee.    
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School Council continued…. 

 
During the 2017-2018 year, we reported a new traffic light will be installed at Doris and Princess Ave.  This was a 
very important initiative of our Council and one we feel is critical to our student’s safety as they travel to and from 
school.  We have confirmation the light will be installed and functioning by September 2019.   

We would like to extend a warm Thank you to the wonderful and supportive administration team, office staff, the 
guidance department, teachers, caretaking staff and parents and guardians for allowing us to serve our students 
this past year.  We wish the graduating class of 2019 every success in their future endeavours, whatever they may 
be.  We look forward to seeing our returning students and staff in September at the AGM and BBQ.  Have a safe 
and enjoyable summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Success by G. Priestley 

The Student Success department provides students with direct and indirect academic supports and offers learning 
strategy courses, as well as credit recovery opportunities for eligible students. Our school web page continues to 
provide helpful tips for success and links to informative resources and supports. Earlier in the year, we invited 
teachers from our feeder schools to spend the day at Earl Haig to see the grade 9 experience first hand,           
contributing to our commitment towards a smooth transition into high school. This year we also hosted four, well 
attended, BOOST credit rescue sessions throughout the year, supported by our peer mentors and school library.  
On behalf of the Student Success department, I would like to thank the entire staff for assisting us in supporting all 
learners.   
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History by B. Clarke 

Grade 11 World History Visit to the ROM and Bata Shoe Museum 

“Who would have ever thought a shoe could tell us so much about a civilization!” Indeed, who knew that the 
Anasazi Puebloans made shoes out of human hair and that women in Renaissance Venice wore platform 

chopines as high as 10 inches to show off their 
wealth? Ask a grade 11 World History to the 
End of the 15th Century student and they would 
know. Their recent field trip to the Royal 
Ontario Museum (ROM) and the Bata Shoe 
Museum was more than just an opportunity to 
look at artifacts, but a chance to discover how 
material culture is used by historians to 
understand human activity, resources, and 
ingenuity. The ancient Egypt exhibit at the ROM 
became more than just where the “cool” 
mummies are, but a place to study 
Hatshepsut’s famous tomb wall, with its visual 
depictions of the trade expeditions with the 
people of Punt, the design of ancient ships, and 
the mysterious “scratching out” of Hatshepsut’s 
image. Even though many of the students have 

been to the ROM several times before, because of their learning experiences in class, they made new 
connections to the artifacts and could be heard saying that they felt like they were seeing the artifacts for the 
first time. They also thought it was funny when I told them we were going to a museum dedicated to shoes, 
but they left the Bata Shoe Museum rather astonished at how much they learned about the culture, economy, 
and values of a variety of world civilizations. This experience will continue to be an integral part of the course 
in 2019-2020 and we look forward to sharing our stories once again.  

 

Grade 11 Law Visit to the Courts 

The grade 11 Law students had the pleasure of 
visiting 361 University Ave. courthouse along 
with Old City Hall on Fri. May 3rd, 2019. The 
day started with the students being briefed by a 
judge, crown and defense lawyer in which they 
got to partake in an interactive question and 
answer session.  Students were able to observe 
some very interesting trials; everything from 
murder and assault to bail hearings. All of their 
theory in class suddenly came to life! The 
students observed trial procedure, the criminal 
justice system and the legal profession. 

 

 

 

 

LAW IN ACTION by B. Clarke 

In early May, the Grade 11 Law classes visited the courts at Old City Hall and the Superior Court of 
Justice.  The day began with an information session with a Judge and Crown counsel during which students 
had the opportunity to ask questions about Canadian law.  For the remainder of the day, they observed 
various legal proceedings such as preliminary hearings, criminal trials in progress, and sentencings. The 
students enjoyed the experience, and gained valuable insights into the real-world workings of the Canadian 
justice system. 
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Math Department by C. Scholler 

 

Making a Difference! 

It has been another magnificent year for the Mathematics department. 

In November 50 students wrote the Canadian Open Math Challenge with 21 students scoring in the top 25%.  
Pouya Raeisinafchi and Isaac Liao both qualified to write the Canadian Math Olympiad.  Congratulations on this 
amazing accomplishment!  

Earl Haig finished 3rd overall in the Canadian National Mathematics League (CNML) contests.  Congratulations to 
Rudy Li for finishing tied for 2nd place.  

For the Pascal, Cayley and Fermat contests, 113 students received Certificates of Distinction for placing in the top 
25% in Canada.   We are also zone champions for the Fermat contest.  For the Fryer, Galois and Hypatia contests, 
64 students received certificates and for the Euclid contest, 22 students placed in the top 25%.   

Congratulations to the contest winners:  

Pascal – Nathan Pfeffer and Rodaina Aboelela;  Cayley – Vera Luo; Fermat – Victor Wu;  Fryer – Angela Xu, 
Elaine Wang, Kai Stewart, Julia O’Neil, Modi Liu and Julien Jeagal;  Galois – Eugene Zhang;  Hypatia – Joshua 
Scripcaru and Panyu Chen;  Euclid – Pouya Raeisinafchi and COMC – Pouya Raeisinafchi. 

On May 28th  the Mathematics department presented the Mathematics awards of excellence to 2 grade 12 students 
at the Graduates’ Awards assembly:  Congratulations to Isaac Liao and Eric Xu. 

On June 10th our grade 9 students wrote the EQAO Numeracy test.  Results will be available in the fall and will be 
distributed through next year’s math classes. 

The Math department is saying good-bye to Mr. Marin Motica who is retiring after 24 years of teaching Math and 
Physics at Earl Haig.  The Math department wishes him well in his retirement and would like to thank him for his 
devotion and dedication to the students at Haig.   

Congratulations to all students who participated in the math contests this year and we look forward to seeing you 
back at Haig in September.  To our graduating students we wish you all the best in your continued studies.  
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Science Department   by M. Caruana 

 
As the school year comes to an end we reflect on what a busy year it has been in the Science 
Department.  
 
The Grade 9 Science Fair took place on May 22, 2019, with over 100 students representing their grade 
9 science classes. Thanks to our community science fair judges who gave up their time to evaluate 
the projects and all the grade 9 students that participated.  They did an amazing job! Congratulations 
to the winners: 

Gold  - Correlation of CME's and sunspots - Junsoo Jung 
Silver  - Optimal temperature of Yeast Respiration - Laura Lin, Hanas Shi, Alicia Kogan 
Bronze- 'Acidity In Our Oceans: A World Epidemic' by Lia Ashkenas, Sophie Mattsson, Catherine Parke  
Honorable Mention - Bath Bombs by Jason Wong  
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Science Department Continued……. 
 
Many grade 9 and 10 enriched students participated in the NSERC Little Inventors: Inventions for Space Challenge.  
Of thousands of projects submitted, Nick Pestov, Vera Luo and Sophia Li had their projects selected and have had 
wonderful opportunities to work with professionals in the aerospace industry. Some of their ideas have been 
prototyped and Nick's project has been entered in the Prime Minister’s Science Fair. This spring the grade 9 classes 
went to the Toronto Zoo and although it was a bit rainy, the students all had a great time. Grade 10 science students 
had a year filled with frog dissections, chemistry and optics labs and finished the year with a trip to the Ontario 
Science Centre for a light and optics workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biology students have been busy competing in the International Biology Olympiad and the University of Toronto’s 
National Biology Competition with Milad Saadati, Yashar Haghighi  and Faith Lum placing in the top 5%, making them 
National Biology Scholars. In the National Health Science Competition (HOSA), Danny Tat came in 3rd, Bernice Leung 
came in 6th and Tania Lai came in 8th in different categories. The grade 12 Biology classes conducted a DNA 
Fingerprinting analysis using PCR and electrophoresis during a full-day lab at the Ontario Science Centre.  
 
The Physics department filled the halls this 
year with a number of activities including the 
Energy Cart Project for the grade 11 physics 
students, who spent an entire week 
measuring and testing the carts they designed 
and built. The halls were littered with used 
ticker tape as hundreds of students collected 
data for their reports. The grade 12 physics 
students built catapults this year and tested 
them in the classrooms and halls making it 
unofficially “Physics Week” at Earl Haig. The 
grade 12 project culminated with all 220 
students participating in a catapult contest in 
the large gym. As is our tradition every year 
the Physics department also held our Pasta 
Bridge Building Contest in the winter with 
over 50 bridges being destroyed in the name 
of learning.   
 



8  

 

Science Department Continued……. 

 
Congratulations to grade 12 physics student Isaac Liao who came in 1st place in the prestigious         
University of Waterloo SIN physics contest which is written throughout Canada and includes contestants 
from around the world. Isaac also came in fifth place in the Canadian Association of Physics High School 
Exam. Isaac is now invited to represent Canada in the International Physics Olympiad which will be held 
in Tel Aviv, Israel this summer. Congratulations also to Joshua Scripcaru who came in 8th place in the 
University of Waterloo SIN physics contest. This is especially exceptional when you consider that Joshua 
is a grade 10 student! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to all the winners. 
 
We look forward to another exciting year.  Have a wonderful and safe summer!  

Course Grade 9 Grade 10 

Academic Science Anthea Li Fieruz Mobarak 

Enriched Science Sahil Mehta Robert Ta 

Applied Science Sadira Gilbert Isa Yang 

Locally Developed Science Emerson Wong Henry Huang 

ESL Science (Academic) Toby Luk Athena Asgarian 

Course Grade 11 Grade 12 

Biology (University) Raewyn Tsai Jacky Lee 

Chemistry (University) Truman Jian Catherine Chen 

Chemistry (College) NA William Han 

Physics (University) Isaac Liao Soroush Khoubyarian 
Tony Xu 

Earth and Space Science NA Nathaniel Chan 
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Business Department by M. Canzi 

 

The Business Department has had another eventful year.  Our DECA Business Club excelled at the provincial    
championships winning twenty-eight Top 15 medals and ten Top 5 plaques.  In April, thirteen of our DECA students 
travelled to Orlando, Florida as part of the 700-student DECA Ontario team.  In Orlando, they competed in the DECA 
ICDC competition - basically a 19,000 student North American championship - during which students complete   
written tests as well as perform case study analysis and solution presentation to judges (either individually or in 
pairs) or else prepare and present marketing or entrepreneurial plans.  DECA competitions always provide an     
exceptional experiential learning opportunity for our students as they tackle real world scenarios and apply their 
business, communication and critical thinking skills.  Students compete in various categories against between 150 to 
200 of the top DECA competitors from across the U.S. and Ontario.  Top performers included Frank Huang, who 
placed Top 15 overall in his Human Resource Management competition category, and Ahmed Abbas, who earned a 
Top 20 medal in his Business Services Marketing competition category.  Congratulations to all club members on a 
fantastic year! 

 

In keeping with providing varied learning opportunities for our students, we offered our students many               
opportunities this year to apply their knowledge in activities such as the DECA Business club, the Junior        
Achievement Company Program, and the Women in Capital Markets event on Bay Street.  We took field trips such 
as a marketing and entrepreneurship-focused field trip to the Eaton Centre in downtown Toronto.  Our Financial 
Securities classes took part in an online investment competition (The Bourstad Challenge) hosted by the Center for 
Interuniversity Research and Analysis of Organizations. 

 

We also welcomed many guest speakers to provide our students with opportunities to hear from industry           
professionals in industry regarding strategies for success within the business world as well as changes – particularly 
in technology – that redefining how work is done and the knowledge skills needed by industry.  Guests included 
Duncan Stewart, the Director of Technology, Media and Telecommunications Research for Deloitte Canada, who 
focused on the forecasting of consumer and enterprise technology, and media and telecommunications.               
Six professionals from The Canadian Institute of Human Capital did a panel discussion and question and answer  
session on strategies for success within the business world.  We look forward to hosting new leaders for        
presentations next year. 

 

Our Co-op program welcomed Ms. Susanna Scocchia as our newest teacher in the department.  Ms. Scocchia and 
Mrs. Pupo-Apostolou worked diligently in providing experiential work opportunities within the community in        
numerous and varied industries for over 120 students.  Students gained valuable work experience and appreciated 
the guidance provided to them by their workplace mentors.  We celebrated the success of our student-community 
relationships with a Co-op Appreciation reception for our Co-op students and their mentors as a way of thanking the 
community for their continued support of our students’ achievement and growth. 

 

The department would like to thank our students for another great year and we welcome seeing you all in class 
again next year! 
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English Department by M. Webster 

2019 has, thus far, been a rich year of building on departmental traditions, all of which celebrate     
student voice. 

Congratulations to Mitsy Noguchi our 2019 Poetry-in-Voice champion. She became Earl Haig’s first   
second-time school winner on January 10th when poetic champs from ten different English classes 
duked it out in our sixth-annual recital competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

On April 25th, the English Department celebrated its best writers at the 34th annual Pierre Berton     
Writing Contest. Governor General’s Award-winning author Christie Blatchford, from The National Post, 
was the adjudicator who selected Arianna Tzovolos as the Senior Writer of the Year and Zoe Beiles as 
the Junior Writer of the Year. The ceremony lauded the efforts of thirty-three other winners and      
finalists, all of whom received a beautiful Shen-Chen-Wen anthology. This year we had over 230      
students compete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoe Beiles 

Mitsy Noguchi 



 11 

 

 

English Department continued…. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

For the fifth year in a row, Ms. Schwartz’s grade twelve Writers’ Craft classes dominated the TDSB Slam Poetry 
scene. Taylor Gale took first place in the school championship on April 18th.  

On a sad note, the English Department is losing the most supportive administrator we have had in living memory: 
Ms. Gonsalves. She never missed speaking at our writing contest, and continually encouraged the best from staff 
and students. We hope she enjoys her retirement; we will miss her.  

Finally, best wishes to all our graduating grade 12 English students who are going to college and university 
prepared and confident: carpe diem! 

 

 

Ariana Tzovolos and Michael Samoilov 
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Library Commons by M. Kopyto 

The Earl Haig Library Commons continues to be a very busy place.  Over the year, students from every grade had an 
opportunity to work with teacher-librarians to gain the benefits of our library program. Our school Learning Commons 
provides a framework for students’ success within a broad based literacy and inquiry skills continuum.   We continue to 
work collaboratively with classroom teachers to develop  projects and activities which  emphasize critical thinking and 
research related skills.  Our physical and virtual spaces support inquiry and research. We continue to integrate the  
latest technology and pedagogy  to support the ethical use of information  and  promote  higher order thinking. 

  

This year our library continues to implement our  Research Skills Continuum–a program of research strategies  
divided by subject and grade level.  

  

Grade 9 students worked with teacher-librarians in their health,  arts and geography classes to learn the           
importance of developing quality questions and using inquiry as the cornerstone of research.  

Grade 10 students worked with teacher-librarians in their history and music classes to learn strategies for       
evaluating websites for accuracy, authority and objectivity.  

Grade 11 students worked with teacher-librarians in their english and social science classes to learn the            
importance of academic honesty and strategies to avoid plagiarism.  All grade 11 students were provided with 
a print copy of the TDSB Student Research Guide, which can be accessed via the school library website using  
passwords found in the student agenda. In addition, students also had the opportunity to work in their science 
classes to learn about keyword strategies  for more effective online searching. 

Grade 12 students worked with teacher-librarians in their social science, biology and mathematics classes to learn 
about advanced search strategies, such as Boolean searching.    

  

All students  continue to have access to their TDSB Google Drive anddigital subscription  resources  throughout 
the summer.  Students access their Drive through www.earlhaig.ca/library and may continue to use it over the 
summer to create, share, and work on documents, presentations, and and other online tools. 

 

In May, the White Pine Reading Club travelled to Harbourfront to hear award winning Canadian authors speak        
passionately about  their books and the writing process. Next year, join the White Pine Reading Club and you can 
meet  the  winning author.   

  

Lastly, the teacher-librarians  would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to all of our student volunteers.  Without their 
dedication and hard work, maintaining the library as a centre for learning and research would not be possible.       

Have a safe, relaxing summer.  
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Moderns Department by S. Rosevelti 

Our language students had a very successful year!  There were many opportunities for students to extend their 
learning and successes outside the classroom.  Our grade eleven students treated us to wonderful French 
dishes accompanied by professional cooking shows. Our grade twelve students sat attentively through one of 
Molière most famous (and meaty) plays at the Troupe des Anciens’ 50th anniversary production of L’Avare.   

A number of our students participated in this year’s Concours d’Art Oratoire and all of them won in their 
respective categories at the Regional Level.  Jasper Jian (1st place, impromptu), Vera Luo (2nd place, junior 
core)  and Alexandra Butu (3rd place, senior immersion) competed and won at the Provincial Level.  Jasper Jian 
went on to represent Earl Haig at the Conours’ inaugural National Competition for the Impromptu category in 
Ottawa. 

Several senior French students participated in the Universities of Toronto French Contest and the following 
students won:  Jasper Jian, Sydney Eng and Sepehr Seyed Ghasemipour. 

Finally, eleven Grade twelve students took the DELF exam and all of them will be receiving an official diploma 
issued by the French Ministry for National Education certifying their French language skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A different language is a different vision of life” – Federico Fellini 
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Technological Studies by K. Davis 

 

01010100 01100101 01100011 01101000 01101110 01101111 01101100 01101111 01100111 
01111001 00100000 00100110 00100000 01000011 01101111 01101101 01110000 01110101 
01110100 01100101 01110010 01110011 0001010 0001010 

We Styled.  We Fed.  We Built.  We Designed.  We Programmed.  We Created.  We are Tech! 

Another exciting and fulfilling year has come to a close in the Technology and Computers department 
and a special thanks to all of our students, staff and supporters. 

This year about 40 Earl Haig students participated in the Canadian Computing Competition (CCC). Over 
one quarter of the EHSS participants earned honor certificates at the competition. One Haig student 
made it to the Canadian Computing Olympiad competition where he was among the 27 young people 
to be invited to compete in the Canadian Olympiad at the University of Waterloo.  Congratulations. 

For a second year Haigers competed in the Big Data Challenge. 7 EHSS teams participated in the Big 
Data Challenge for High School Students with continued success.   Two of our teams went on to 
become finalists for the Canada East division.    
 
Congratulations to Maria Pasyechnyk, Robin Nash, Arya Shababi, & Ali Seena Shakeri for their victory. 
 
As well, at the 2019 Cybertitan Nationals, team Haig Tech Support, won the National Cyber Security 
competitions which were held in Ottawa in the spring.  Shout-out to all team members on their 
continued triumphs: Rishabh Jain, Shayan Ghaffari, Michael Cheung and Dan Mateescu.  

 
 

 Cyber Titans receive their 2018 Award   
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Technological Studies continued... 

 

A number of other events continued in the tech department.  This autumn the Design lab saw the 
addition of a new 3D printer continuing Haig’s foray into the future of design and fabrication.  The ‘shop’ 
produced a wide variety of products  in wood, leather, fabric, metal and paper, developing skills for the 
workforce or handy-person of the future.  In December the grade 12 Culinary class made and served 
the annual Holiday cake to the entire staff and student body – a tradition heralded by all who got a 
piece.  The ME to WE staff cook-off saw its largest competition to date with 3 different staff teams 
competing for the title of Haig Master Chef a fun time was had by all for a great cause.  Spring saw the 
Hairstyling students attend the ABA hair show – a chance to see industry professionals and cutting-edge 
styling and products.  Communications outputted a plethora of posters and print, films and shorts, 
animations and ideas exploring the digital realms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Staff participate in a Culinary PD session 

Tech & Computers Dept  
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Guidance Department by C. Zaghikian 

 

2018-2019 was another productive and successful year for the Earl Haig Guidance Department.  We 
would like to extend a big thank you to our Administration, Office Staff, Guidance OA, and all our 
Counsellors and Support Workers, who worked tirelessly to support our students with their academic 
and personal needs. The Guidance Department wants to congratulate our Principal, Ms. Gonsalves, on 
her retirement. While we are sad to see her go, we wish her all the very best as she closes this chapter 
of her life, and moves forward with new and exciting endeavors. Ms. Gonsalves has been an invaluable 
source of support for the Guidance Department. She has always put students’ needs ahead of all else, 
always thinking about “what is in the best interest of the student.”  While Earl Haig will not be the same 
without Ms. Gonsalves, we will all work hard to continue her work in supporting and prioritizing student 
needs. Tanti Auguri Ms. Gonsalves!! 

 

Awards, Achievements and Grads: 

This year, over 450 graduates celebrated their accomplishments on May 28th at our Awards Assembly. 
Thank you to Mr. Low for organizing this important event. On June 26th, our grads once again had the 
privilege of receiving their diplomas on the prestigious stage of Convocation Hall at the University of 
Toronto, St. George campus. We congratulate all of our graduates, recognizing the individuality of each 
student, and wishing them every success in their future endeavors as they follow their own unique 
pathways to success. 

 

Mental Health and Wellness: 

At Earl Haig, we continue to place great importance on mental wellness, as we strive to promote        
self-care, balance, and reflection in all aspects of school life. We want to thank Mr. Lawrence and the 
COPE group for continuing to promote mental wellness and educating students on mental health issues. 
They worked hard on creating opportunities for students to learn how to manage stress, balance their 
needs, and offer encouragement to their peers. They accomplished all this through many fun and 
informative events. We look forward to next year when we can continue working on this important 
initiative. 

 

Peer Support: 

EHSS has a wide variety of Peer Support available to students and they all did an outstanding job in 
supporting their schoolmates. Ms. Leo’s Peer Tutors did a fantastic job this year in offering academic 
support to their peers. Thank you to Ms. Leo for all her hard work in making the program a big success! 
New tutors are always welcome and should see Ms. Leo for application information. As well, thank you 
to Mr. Panagopoulos for heading the LC Link, a support program for junior students, and to Mr. Pascua, 
for heading Welcome Mentors, who make sure that students new to EHSS are informed and 
comfortable in their new environment. 

 

Summer School: 

For TDSB summer school information, please go to www.creditprograms.ca. Students completing TDSB 
summer school courses will have their transcripts automatically updated. Students taking courses with 
all other boards programs outside of TDSB (i.e. TCDSB, YRDSB, private schools, overseas programs) 
must bring in report cards in September so transcripts can be updated.  

 

http://www.creditprograms.ca
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Guidance Department continued… 

 

Timetable Changes: 

Guidance counsellors will be available on the following dates for course changes: Tuesday, August 27th 
for grade 11/12 students, Wednesday, August 28th for grade 9/10 students. As well, guidance       
counselors will be making appointments, by alpha, at 3:45pm, on the following dates: Tuesday,      
September 3rd for grade 9/12 students; Wednesday, September 4th for grade 11 students; Thursday, 
September 5th for grade 10 students. Please note that timetable changes will be made at this 
point only if a change is warranted. 

 

University/College Applications: 

Graduating students moving on to post-secondary pathways will be getting all the information they 
need for their next steps, beginning in September. We will be hosting two Post-Secondary Pathway 
Fairs for our graduating students: the GTA Post-Secondary Pathway Fair will take place in the cafeteria 
on Wednesday, October 16th; the non-GTA Post-Secondary Pathway Fair will take place in the cafeteria 
on Wednesday, November 20th.  More information is to come on the application processes. Students 
wanting to look ahead can visit www.electronicinfo.ca for university programs and scholarships, 
www.ouac.on.ca for university applications, and www.ontariocolleges.ca  for college info/applications. 

 

Guidance Information: 

A reminder to students that they can get up to date Guidance information from the following sources:  

Guidance News posted weekly during the year on the Guidance Page at Earlhaig.ca 
Like us on our Facebook Page 
Follow us on Twitter using #EHGuidance 
Remind 101: Ms. Leo’s class, password @ehssgu 

 

Happy Summer: 

We would like to wish all of our students and their families a safe and enjoyable summer holiday. Make 
sure you get out there, enjoy the outdoors, stay active, and try something new. We look forward to 
seeing you in September. 

 

Best Regards: Ms. Leo, Ms. Leung, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Low, Mr. Panagopoulos, Mr. Pascua, 
and Ms. Zaghikian! 

 

 

http://www.electronicinfo.ca
http://www.ouac.on.ca
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
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Athletics  by T. Mantziouras 

Carpe Omnia 

As the 2019 season draws to a close, the time has come to celebrate our athletes. Remember grinding 
out that last rep, bearing that tedious drill, and sprinting for that personal best? This is what we work 
for.  

The Sr. Girls’ Volleyball and Jr. Boys’ Indoor Soccer Teams dominated the North by winning Regional 
Championships.  Advancing to City Championships, the Sr. Girls spiked their way into semi-finals, while 
the Jr. Boys scored their first ever finals game. Similarly, two of our largest teams sprinted their way to 
the top, with Track winning their Regionals competition and Swim Team winning their Jr. Girls and    
Sr. Boys Regional Divisions. Notably, among the plethora of Cities and OFSAA qualifiers, Alice B. raced 
on to win a silver medal at the Ontario Swimming Provincials! Not to be overlooked, the Tennis Boys’  
Doubles Team decimated any love their opponents might have for Haig State by acing their way to a 
first at Regionals and second at Cities. Matching their formidable peers, the team’s Open Mixed Pair 
qualified for OFSAA. The Ultimate Frisbee, Badminton, and Golf Teams placed second at Regionals. The 
Golf Team’s award was the unsaid “FORE!” heard by anyone who thinks the driving range is for lone 
wolves. While celebrating, James C. qualified for Cities and Marton P. placed first in Toronto and twenty
-first in Ontario.  

 

Marton Pandy OFSAA Golf  

Alice B.  OFSAA Medal 
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Athletics  continued... 

To fully appreciate these victories, we must delve a little deeper. Behind every athlete is a coach. They are the  
mentors who not only cheer on the frontlines, but also work tirelessly behind the scenes to keep our teams up and 
running. We would like to congratulate Mr. Safarian in his retirement after 30 years of coaching! The girls’ hockey 
and boys’ baseball teams will miss his “commitment, leadership, encouragement, love for the game, and classic dad 
jokes” (Lauren Woodley). Thanks is also owed to Ms. Gonsalves for going above and beyond her Principal duties as 
one of our greatest supporters. We hope she will visit in the coming years! Similarly, behind Haig Athletics is our 
Athletic Council. EHAC has been instrumental in using sport to bring our student population together. This year’s 
epic basketball buyout raised more than $800 dollars for the athletic banquet while Haig Wear bucket hats         
reportedly sold out in less than 4 days. Rachel Chow, the women behind the council’s seamless organization, will 
pass on the presidential reins to Chloe Amani.  

Finally, as a team captain myself, I would like to encourage those who didn’t win this year. When you feel          
discouraged, reflect on what you love about your team and your sport. Goals and visions of success will drive you, 
but friends and passion will keep you afloat. The summer is a great time to get ahead with training. Meet up with 
teammates for an informal workout or join a local club to gain experience. Make a schedule and stick to it. You’ve 
gotta seize the day, before you seize it all.  

 

ASK AN ATHLETE 

Describe how you felt when your team won the North Regional Championships. 

As soon as I saw the volleyball land on the opposing team's court, I was overcome with happiness and joy. My team 
and I worked incredibly hard to win North Regionals. Waking up at 5:30 am to get ready for 7:00 am practice was 
all for this moment. Everyone was speechless as my teammate flung her arms around me nearly in tears. It was 
truly an unforgettable moment.   Isabel Lim (Senior Girls Volleyball) 

How have athletics helped you adjust in your first year of high school? 

Team sports brings people together. In grade nine, it’s hard to adjust from middle school. Through sports teams, 
I’ve met many new people from different social circles who I wouldn’t have met in regular class. Being a part of 
cross country and track, I’ve also met students in older grades that have shared their knowledge and experience 
with me and I owe them a thank you.  Rachel Fuh (Junior Girls Volleyball, Cross Country, Track) 

What was your favourite moment from this year?  

My favourite moment from this past school year was qualifying for and competing in the Provincial Championships 
for golf. I had been trying to make it to OFSAA ever since grade 10, when I missed the qualifying cutoff by two 
shots. This year, with the guidance of my coach Mr. Brown, as well as the encouragement from my teammates, I 
was able to move on by shooting a 2-over par 74 at the City Championships and placing 1st. At Provincials, Coach 
Brown came out on the second day to watch me play, and it was encouraging to see him there throughout the 
round! Thank you to all of my coaches and teammates in golf, hockey, cross country, track and field, and baseball 
for amazing seasons!  Marton Pandy (Nick Vanderboom Memorial Award Recipient)   

What did you learn during your first year as captain?  

In my first year as a dragon boat captain, I learned that being confident is very important as a leader. It's not 
enough to be greater in skill or stronger, rather it is your power to influence others and your voice that matter. It is 
more important to lead by example than to lead through words alone.   Ethan Lo (Dragon Boat) 

What was it like winning an OFSAA Provincials Medal? 

When I first started swimming, I never thought I was anything but “average”. Two years after I told myself to quit 
swimming I found myself on a podium winning an OFSAA medal. This was more than just a milestone. It showed 
that even after I thought I had given up, the right team and coaches could push me to do better than I ever 
thought I could.   Alice Bubenickova (Swim) 
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Athletics  continued… 

How do you manage your time as an athlete and Claude Watson major?  

Being a student athlete in Claude Watson requires an insane amount of time and dedication. It's impossible to excel in 
both sports and arts without practice, therefore time management is vital. For me, it was difficult letting go of activities.  
I wanted to try everything, but realized soon enough that I couldn't. So lesson learned: do what's within your limits.     
Aricia Wen (Swim) 

What would you like to say to your coaches? 

I want to thank Mr. M and Mr. Z for giving us their time when they didn’t have to, being our mentors, and helping us  
succeed in sports and beyond.   Nicholas Butts (Junior Boys Soccer)  

I would like to thank Ms. Leung for dedicating her time to coach us and helping us improve both as individuals and as a 
team. Thank you for all of your hard work and support, I will miss you next year!   Bonnie Yang (Badminton  

Mr. Brown and Ms. Zhou: your kindness, integrity, and mentorship have shaped me into the person I am today.      
Swimming has been an integral part of my high school experience and I will never forget my time on the team. I hope 
you continue guiding many generations to come!  Faith Lum (Swim)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Girl’s Volleyball   

Swim Team 
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Dance Department  by T. Lee Bright 

Greetings from the Dance Department! 

Welcome back Tanya Stewart to the Dance Department! We missed you! 
 
DANCE NIGHT 2019 held strong on the evening of Wednesday, April 10th. 
We thank the artistry and expertise of the guest artists this season. 
We thank guest artists: Ria Aikat, Stephanie Bergeron, Shawn Byfield, Emilio Colalillo, Kendra Epik, Phil Nero, Mateo 
Galindo Torres,  Adele MacKenzie, Jacques Monfiston, Anisa Tejpar and William Yong. 
 
DANCE COLLECTIVE NIGHT 2019 – STUDENT VOICE! 
On Wednesday, May 8th, a wide variety of works graced the stage that embraced the celebration of the works of dance 
electives for 2019!  
 
It was wonderful to celebrate Student Artistry and Student Voice! An array of collaborations took place. One unique event 
was the collaboration original musical and dance compositions from our respective Dance and Music Majors to the      
renowned ‘live’ music of the Bedford Trio. A warm thank-you to Ms. Lee-Blight and Ms. Pady in the Dance and Music       
Departments. 
 
In Dance Collective Night 2019, a tribute dance was performed in memory of Emma Neagu.  
“A Sky Full of Stars”. Originally performed by the students, in last year’s Dance Collective 2018. A heartfelt thank-you to 
choreographer: Sophie Warlow and Emma’s ballet teacher Tanya Stewart, the Neagu family and to the dancers who   
performed “A Sky Full of Stars” with Emma in our spirit, thoughts and in the moment looking down on us.  
 
Our Graduate Awards were received on Tuesday, May 28th – Congratulations go to Gr. 12 Dance Majors: Sydney Hall and 
Kyra Tackaberry-Ashton and to Gr. 12 Dance Electives: Kalen Chen and Samuel Xiao! 
 
Best Wishes to all of our dance graduates and their next exciting adventures into future studies, pathways and            
explorations in the years ahead.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emma Neagu 
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Drama Department by L. Nienhuis 

It has once again been a busy and successful year in the Drama department. The students and studios have 
been bustling with activity.  

Some highlights of the year have been our school musical Legally Blonde. The show was directed by          
Ms. Krekeler and Mrs. Nienhuis with musical direction by Ms. Taylor, Mr. McGregor and Mr. Kettle, the show was 
designed by Mr. Harkness and produced by Ms. Lue. The students did everything else and were a wonderfully 
strong cast and crew! 
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Drama continued... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The One Act play festival was particularly strong this year as it featured some wonderful student writing and 
acting, directing, producing and more!  

The Grade 10 Drama Majors treated their audience to a powerful production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  
The Grade 11 Drama Majors did a wonderful job with their lunch time theatre performances of scenes from 
Theatre of the Absurd and Realism. The Grade 9 Majors received glowing reviews for their production of The 
Burial at Thebes by Seamus Heaney. The Grade 12 Majors production of The Good Doctor by Neil Simon 
was a huge success in Cringan Hall! 

A shout out to the Grade 12 Drama Electives for their wonderful production of Departures and Arrivals by 
Carol Shields in the Ruth Watson Theatre. It was directed by guest artist Victoria Dawe and produced by Mrs. 
Nienhuis and the Grade 12 Production Class. 

The Drama students were lucky to work with visiting artists Noam Markus for mime and Teo Dragonieri for 
Commedia Del’Arte, Simone Malbogot from Mixed Company for Theatre of the Oppressed, Dean Armstrong 
from Armstrong Studio for acting for camera and Mona Farahmond for set design. 

We also enjoyed many field trips to local theatres to see some inspiring professional theatre.   

On behalf of the Drama department we are looking forward to next year’s school show After Juliet–auditions 
will take place in September! 

Have a safe and restful summer. 
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Music Department  by D. Pady 

The Music Department had a memorable year crammed with new experiences for all students, grades 9-12.   

We began the year with a focus on student health and wellness.  The grade 9 and 10 students received introductory 
workshops on healthy performance posture and protective measures to avoid performance injury by Dr. Katrina  
Bulat.  Dr. Chelsea Shanoff directed the grade 11 and 12 students through a series of mental focus exercises to  
promote relaxation and cope with performance anxiety.  In preparation for Music Showcase, the entire department 
delved into studies of Tchaikovsky’s opera, Eugene Onegin.  This was a significant partnership venture with the   
Canadian Opera Company who performed the work in October.  While going to see the COC perform, our students 
were treated to a backstage tour and a post-performance talk with one of the lead singers. Through various     
workshops courtesy of the COC’s education department, members of the chorus and orchestra, and Maestro       
Johannes Debus, students learned about the history of opera, the significance of Onegin’s storyline, and prepared 
three excerpts from the work (sung in Russian!) which were performed in Music Showcase and at Kiwanis by over 
100 of our students. This partnership was such a positive experience for all involved that it will be continued into 
next year with new experiences and opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s focus in the Music department was to expand student understanding of music and its relationship with 
the world around us.  Music students were immersed in a variety of creative endeavours that had them studying the 
relationship of music to the other art forms.  Grade 9 students focused on a visual art perspective and connection to 
music.  Grade 10 had students composing for drama students in a joint project.  Grade 11 students composed short 
pieces for the Bedford Trio (a local professional ensemble) and were partnered  with students from the Dance     
department’s choreography class who helped bring their pieces to life on stage. Grade 12 students learned about 
recording techniques and delved into creating sound effects and writing soundtracks for the Grade 12 film students.  
The Chamber Strings elective class studied the art of improvisation and several tonal modes in Persian Music under 
the tutelage of Kousha Neghaei. Other partnerships and community connections included leadership initiatives with 
Claude Watson School for the Arts and Willowdale Senior Public School, Gr. 10 work with the Esprit Orchestra,   
composer and alumnus Eugene Astopov, Grade 12 work with the Amici Chamber Ensemble, masterclasses and 
workshops with professional musicians Paul Merkelo, Dominic Desautels, Tanya Charles, Jenny Crober, Pavel 
Markelov, Helen Becque and Ben Keast. 

The new year brought a wealth of performance opportunities including 20 different entries into various music      
festivals.  Piano Night was a production put together and run by our piano majors.  Jazz night featured numerous 
students, grades 9-12 from our band and vocal departments.  This year’s spring concerts featured a Band Night in 
Cringan Hall, Choral Night at Calvin Presbyterian Church and a Strings & Symphony Night back in Cringan Hall.  
Keep your eye out next year for some fantastic developments in our 2019/20 department concerts that you won’t 
want to miss! 

Congratulations to all music students on a hard-working and fantastic year! 
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Film Arts by M. Parisella 

It’s a Wrap. 

The Film Arts Gala, at the HotDocs Cinema put an end to yet another very successful school year within the Film 
Arts Program. The film students showcased their work on the big screen moving over 350 people with their   
creative, emotionally-filled and insightful short films. All films produced in the Film Arts Program are original  
stories; written, directed and edited by the students. From grade 9 to grade 12 their stories are alive with 
uniqueness and most importantly, student voice! The audience in turn were moved and the sounds of their   
collective laughs, sighs, awes and gasps is a direct indication that the filmmakers hard work and commitment 
has paid off! All films showcased (plus many more) are uploaded to the Film Arts YouTube Channel             
(Film Arts @ Earl Haig) including the grade 11’s original music video “PooFood” which brought down the house! 

Film Arts students received many industry accolades this year for their outstanding work that challenged viewers 
with their story ideas. Film Arts students won the top prize for “Best Film” at the 17th Annual TIFF Jump Cuts 
High-School Filmmakers Showcase for the film “My Fair Robot”. We were also big winners at the ZOOM 
Student Film Festival for “My Fair Robot” (best film, cinematography, audience choice), “VIDA” (best editing), 
“Survival” (most promising junior filmmaker) and “Better” (most promising senior filmmaker). A significant 
recognition and congratulations to all! 

Thank-you to the Film Arts Council’s leadership all year which managed to bring together film students from all 
grades and a big thank-you to the film teachers Mr. Davis, Mr. Singer and Mr. Harkness for helping make this 
year a success.   

Our graduating Film Arts class of 2019 showed tremendous rigour and determination over the last 4 years and 
the results have proved themselves. We wish them an amazing future.  

The department looks forward to the exciting, new curriculum, activities and Film Arts groups in store for the 
next school year! On behalf of the entire Film Arts Department, we wish you all a safe and wonderful summer 
and we can’t wait to see you all in September to kick off some new, student-driven stories! 

 

2019 Graduating Class, Final Bow, June 4th, 2019 at HotDocs Cinema 
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Film Arts continued... 

 

Grade 9 and 10, Film Director Masterclass 

Grade 10 TIFF Foley Workshop 
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Film Arts continued... 

 

 

Storyboard for Grade 12 Final Film, “Don’t Step on the Grass” 
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Important Dates for 2019-2020 
Aug. 27-10:00-11:30 am  Gr. 11 Timetable pick up 
Aug. 27- 1:30-3:00 pm    Gr. 12 Timetable pick   
Aug. 28- 9:00 am            Gr. 9 Links Assembly 
Aug. 28- 9:00-11:00 am   Gr. 9 Timetable pick up 
Aug. 28 1:30-3:00 pm     Gr. 10 Timetable pick up 
(Timetable pick up in cafeteria) 
 
Sept. 3/19 First Day of School 
Oct. 11/19 PA Day 
Oct. 14/19 Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 15/19 PA Day 
Dec. 6/19 PA Day 
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 Holiday Break 
Jan. 31/20 Semester 2 Courses Begin 
Feb 14/20 PA Day 
Feb. 17/20 Family Day 
Mar. 16-20/20 March Break 
Apr. 10/20 Good Friday 
Apr. 13/20 Easter Monday 
May 18/20 Victoria Day 
June 24-26/20 PA Days 
June 26/20 End of Academic Year 
 
Exam Dates: 
Jan. 13&14/20 Semester 1 courses &  
  Gr. 12 English/Math 
June 9-19/20 Final Exams 
 
Report Card Distributions: 
Nov. 21/19 First Report Cards 
Feb. 06/20 Semester Course Report Cards 
Apr. 16/20 Second Report Cards 
June 26/20 Final Report Cards 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews: 
Nov. 28/19 10am-12pm, 1-4pm, 6-8pm 
Feb. 13/20 10am-12pm, 1-4pm, 6-8pm 
 
School Council:  
Sept. 10/19 AGM 7:30 pm in Cafeteria 
Sept. 23/19 Parent Info Evening  
  5:30-6:30 pm Social 
  6:30-8:00 pm Curriculum 
  7:00-8:00 pm ESL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Activity Council 2019-2020 

President: Ivy Deng 

Vice President: Jamie Shapiro 

Arts Representative: Teresa Wang 

Athletic Representative: Chloe Amani 

Clubs and Councils Rep:  Joshua Ye 

SOPSS Representative: Miguel Walker 

Junior Mayor: Jason Wong 

Social Justice Representative: Demetre Mazomenos 

Social Promoter:  Jessica Svab 

Multicultural Representative: Leemah Ramadan 

Media Master: Ellie Sorger 

Media Master Senior:  Ryan Yan 

ECO Representative: Helen Chen 

Stage Crew:  Ellie Sorger 

Safe Space Advocate:  Athena Asgarian 

 
Leaders Collective 2019-2020 
 
Director: Kristen Cho       

Assistant Director: Fieruz Mobarak 

Administrative Coordinator: Valerie Lin 

Administrative Assistants: Sophia Li / 

Saniya Niyoosha 

Events Coordinator: Raymond Li 

Events Assistant:  David Fernandes 

Events Assistant: Matthew Seto 

Promotions Coordinator: Evangeline Cui 

Promotions Assistants: Alex Lian/Christina Wang 

Programs Coordinator: Katherine Chen 

Programs Assistant: Annika Fu/Iris Lako 

Special Projects Coordinator: Erica Eng 

Special Projects Assistants: Bill Batdelger/Ted Yoo 

Volunteers Coordinator:  Rachel Chang 

Volunteer Assistants:  Vallen Lin/Victoria Liu 

 


